

     Clark Lane Connects
  Clark Lane Middle School                                February 2024


Clark Lane Middle School
Main Office, Press 1
Report Absence, Press 2
Nurse (Health Office), Press 3
School Counseling Office, Press 4
Assistant Principal, Press 5


To reach teachers by email: first initial, followed by 
last name @waterfordschools.org
For example: thoward@waterfordschools.org


    To view Clark Lane’s staff directory: 


NOTE:  To report your student’s absence, you can 
also email: clms-attend@waterfordschools.org


    UPCOMING EVENTS!
               Mark your calendars!


Fri., February 2 – School Dance from 2:35 - 
4:45 pm, CLMS Cafetorium
Mon., February 12 - Fri., February 16 – 
Scholastic Book Fair, CLMS Library
Mon., February 19 & Tues., February 20 – 
School Holiday, No School


REMINDER for ALL 
STUDENTS!


Bring your school-issued 
device with you to school 
EVERY DAY!  Be sure to 


charge your device or bring 
your charger with you!


Also, don’t forget to bring a 
refillable water bottle with you 


to school daily!


    Thank you for your attention! 😊


James M. Sachs
Principal


Tomeka K. Howard
Assistant Principal


Hello CLMS Parents and Guardians! 
Thank you for your continued support in making sure 
your child has everything they need to be successful 
daily.  If there is anything that the CLMS community 
may do to support you, please reach out to any 
member.  We are asking for your help in the following 
area: if this is a concern for your student(s), be sure 
to review the attendance policy with your student(s).  
We would like to support all students in increasing 
their arrival to school and class on time.  Thank you.
                                    Mr. Sachs & Mrs. Howard


GLOW: 
Many students are 
staying after school for 
support and various 
activities!


GROW: 
We need your support 
with encouraging all 
students to show 
respect in all 
community spaces by 
cleaning up after 
themselves and using 
facilities appropriately.



mailto:thoward@waterfordschools.org

mailto:clms-attend@waterfordschools.org





NOTE: Please remind your student to BRING THEIR TICKET on 
the day of the dance and please send students to school with 
money to purchase drinks/snacks to avoid dropping off during the 
school day, as it causes a disruption to the school day.  Thank you!







     Connecting with Parents
              February 2024


Clark Lane Middle School…


                         


Due to the rescheduling of the Presidential 
Primary from April 30, 2024 to April 2, 2024, 
there was an adjustment made to the April 
Professional Learning Day.  April 30th will 
now be a full day of school for staff and 
students and April 2nd will be a Professional 
Learning Day for staff and no school for 
students. See revised calendar below.


Did you know…all teachers at 
Clark Lane Middle School have extra 
help days?  Help days are generally on 
Mondays, Tuesdays or Wednesdays 
due to the availability of late buses.
If your student needs extra help, wants 
to retake an assessment, or would just 
like extra support in a specific class, 
have your student reach out to his/her 
teacher(s)! We’re here to help!


Parent/Teacher Conferences
March 7, 2024


More information coming soon!


The Scholastic Book Fair is 
coming to CLMS!


The fair will run from Monday, 
February 12th through Friday, 
February 16th in the library at 
Clark Lane Middle School.
Stay tuned to the CLMS PTO page 
for more information or learn more 
here:
https://bookfairs.scholastic.com/bf/
clarklanemiddleschool



https://bookfairs.scholastic.com/bf/clarklanemiddleschool

https://bookfairs.scholastic.com/bf/clarklanemiddleschool





     Connecting with Parents
            February 2024


Attention Parents 


               


Wondering what grade your student has 
in his/her classes?  Be sure to check 
PowerSchool for updates on how your 
student is doing in his/her classes.  Be 
sure to also check the comments. For 
many teachers, this is their means of 
daily, sometimes weekly 
communication.


For help logging in to PowerSchool, check 
out the page on our website shared here: 


 


Clark Lane Middle School…


Drop off Procedures/Times


Parents may drop off students no 
sooner than 7:15am. Students wait in 
the cafeteria before proceeding to 
Homeroom.
Students who arrive after 8 am MUST 
be signed in at the Main Office (in the 
back of the building) by a 
parent/guardian. Please accompany 
your student into the building.


Early Dismissal Procedure


We ask that you make every attempt to 
NOT dismiss your student after 2:15 
pm, unless a note was given in the 


morning.  It is a disruption to the end of 
the school day and traffic management.


Did you know…February is Black 
History Month? This year, February 
will be a celebration of Black History 
Month with the theme "African 
Americans and the Arts." 


Click the code 
to learn more.
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           February 2024


Clark Lane Middle School…


Misplaced something?  
Think you left it at school?  


Check the LOST & FOUND table in 
Clark Lane’s cafeteria!


Help us fill the 
Clark Lane Closet   


                                                                                                                                                                                         


The Clark Lane Closet is filled with 
new and gently used clothes and 
toiletries for our students.  We 
encourage our students to shop in the 
closet at any time for any reason. 
Forget your gym clothes? Take 
something from the closet! Spill pasta 
sauce on your shirt at lunch? Grab a new 
one! Forgot warm clothes for your 
Project O trip? Take a jacket. Things are 
a little tight at home and you need a 
wardrobe refresh? Grab a bag and fill it 
up! 


In order for our students to continue to 
access the closet, we are in need of new 
or gently used (no rips or stains, 
please!): sweatpants, gym shorts, 
flared or wide leg jeans, long and short 
sleeve shirts and sweatshirts.


To arrange for a donation drop-off,  
please contact Ms. Kaitlyn Sullivan at 
Ksullivan@waterfordschools.org


    


yearbooks are 
priceless for many 


reasons! 
“I’m so glad I didn’t buy a yearbook,” 
said no one, ever!  Why wouldn’t your 


child want the important school 
memories with them forever?   


BUY A YEARBOOK NOW!
There’s nothing else like your 


school yearbook! 
ORDER YOURS TODAY! 


www.jostens.com



mailto:Ksullivan@waterfordschools.org





 Connecting with the Community
           February 2024


Clark Lane Middle School…







 Connecting with the Community
           February 2024


Clark Lane Middle School…


Did you know…February 7th is Crossing Guard Appreciation Day? Thank you to 
Officer Lane and Mr. Sachs, Clark Lane Middle School Principal, as well as many of 
our staff members who help with traffic management here on a daily basis!                                       
Together, we make a great team!







School Counseling Office
                                                                         February 2024


Connecting with Clark Lane Middle School’s


Need to see your 
counselor?  


Stop in the School 
Counseling Office and 
set up an appointment 
with Ms. Abate.


Ask the counselors…
What is your favorite thing about being a 


school counselor?
Mrs. Dolce says, “My favorite thing is my students. They make me 
smile, they challenge me, they humble me, they make me think 
and they inspire me to do better. I am thankful for every single 
one. A close second is my colleagues. It takes a village and I am 
so grateful they are a part of mine.”
Ms. Dinatali enjoys being a counselor because of the kids! “I love 
getting to build relationships with a wide range of students and 
helping them navigate middle school which is certainly a 
challenging time in their lives.”
Mrs. Lloyd shares, “I love being a school counselor because every 
day brings the opportunity to help you navigate through 
challenges, celebrate your achievements, and see you grow into 
incredible individuals. The joy of being part of your journey and 
providing support makes this job incredibly rewarding.”


 


 


Career Day will be on Wednesday, March 27th from 9 
to 11 AM at Clark Lane Middle School. Grade 7 
students will be able to attend four different 
presentations and learn about careers they might be 
interested in. More information to come!


     


What the School Counselor 
can do for YOU!


School Counselors Help 
Parents by . . .


● Exploring ways to 
help your child 
succeed


● Improving parent 
to child 
communications


● Supporting home to 
school connections


● Understanding your 
middle school child


● Navigating the 
middle school 
environment


Please reach out if we can 
help!


The School Counseling Office and the rest of the staff 
at Clark Lane Middle School wish a warm welcome to 
Miss Stubbs, School Counseling Intern!  
Stay tuned for next month’s edition where 
you’ll “meet” Miss Stubbs in 
a staff spotlight!







Important News from the School Counseling Office
Attention 


8th grade Parents
Grade 8 Parent Information Night


Thursday, February 15th
 6:00 – 7:00 pm


 WHS Auditorium


As part of the transition process to Waterford High School, there will be a 
parent night for all parents/guardians of Grade 8 students. 


It is our hope this meeting will answer any questions you may have as your child 
prepares for high school. You can expect details on the course selection process, 
graduation requirements, and other pertinent information to prepare you 
and your child for their freshman year. The end of the school year will 
approach us quickly! We look forward to welcoming your child to Waterford 
High School as the graduating Class of 2028!


The WHS Administration and School Counseling Team


NOTE: Parking is located in the lot next to the Field House entrance or near the 
flagpole in the WHS main entrance lot.


 







Clark Lane Middle School


Celebrating School Counselor Week
February 5-9th


Thank you to Mrs. Dolce, Ms. Dinatali and Mrs. Lloyd for all 
you do for all our students! We appreciate you more than you 


know!


Did you know…National School Counseling Week is to focus public attention on 
the unique contribution of school counselors within the US school system? National 
School Counseling Week highlights the tremendous impact school counselors can have 
in helping students achieve success and plan for a career.  National School Counselors 
Week is always celebrated the first full week in February.  The 2024 theme is 
“School Counseling: Standards-Based, Student-Focused.”







Health Office
  Making Healthy Connections between home and school               February 2024


Connecting with Clark Lane Middle School’s


   UCFS  Healthcare
Don’t forget! Clark Lane 
Middle School has a 
School-Based Health 
Center (SBHC).  For more 
information, click the code:


To directly contact the 
School Health Office, call: 


860-437-6977
or email:


Cl_nurses@waterfordschools.org


Confidential faxes may
be sent directly to the 


Health Office 
860-437-2179


A New Face in the Health Office
Meet Mrs. Murray, RN!  This is her 1st year at 
Clark Lane Middle School;  however, she’s 
been a school nurse for twenty four years and 
an RN for 45 years! Wow!


Her favorite season is the summer!


Her favorite color is blue.


Mrs. Murray enjoys traveling,                          
reading, swimming and walking.  


Mrs. Murray joins Mrs. Kostopoulos & Ms. 
McCaffrey to round out our team! Welcome!


Don’t forget!  If your child 
has any injuries,  please make 
sure you report it to the Health 


Office.


Tips for Healthy Children and Teens
Ensure adequate sleep


Reduce screen time


Develop healthy eating habits


Limit snacks with lots of salt, added sugar and 


saturated fat


Help children and teens stay active


Attention Parents


Scoliosis Screenings for 
8th grade boys are taking 
place now.
Please call the 
Health Office with 
any questions.



mailto:Cl_nurses@waterfordschools.org





News from IT
                                            
February 2024                   especially for Clark Lane Middle School


   Literally connecting us all…


Students are REMINDED to bring their 
devices to school every day, preferably 
charged and ready to go!  There is a 
limited number of Chromebooks for 
students to borrow throughout the day on 
a first come, first serve basis.  
Students who need to borrow a 
Chromebook should go to library after 
checking in at homeroom!  
For information about Waterford Public 
School’s 
One-to-One Device Program, click on the 
QR code here: 


Problems with 
your 


Chromebook?  
Email: 


techsupport@
waterfordschools.org


FYI: If there is an issue with your Chromebook, 
follow these  steps:


Contact your classroom teacher to see if they can assist.


Clark Lane Middle School students that have a 
broken device will bring the device to the library 
where they will be assigned a loaner device for the 
day.  The library staff will enter a ticket in Incident 
IQ for the broken device on the behalf of the student. 
The IT Department will pick up broken devices at the 
end of the day and assess any damages, apply any 
fees and make repairs. Depending on the severity of 
the damage students may be assigned a different 
device.  Students can pick up the replacement device 
in the library as soon as possible.


FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTION: 


Can families renew/purchase 
additional coverage within the 


policy term?
No. Families can only purchase 
coverage once per year per child. 
After the two claims, or if the 
damage is determined to be 
intentional, families are responsible 
for full cost of repair or replacement 
of device.











Need a new charger?
How to order a replacement charger:


The Student 
Device 
Protection 
Program 
does not 
cover lost 
chargers, so 
there is a 
fee. With or 
without 
Device 
Protection, 
the current 
replacement 
cost is $22. 
Once 
payment 
has 
processed, 
the charger 
will be 
delivered to 
your 
student's 
school. 
Please allow 
for 
processing 
and delivery 
time.







     February 2024
Egret Team 


Connecting with our 6th grade


Egret Team News
The Egret Team reports that Egret students worked hard preparing for and 
taking their Winter MAP testing. On those afternoons, they broke from their 
routine to learn about some very important people and events in our country’s 
history teaching us about integrity, equality and peace for all.  They watched a 
movie that tied in with some learning taking place in Language Arts. They also 
created posters to line our hallway based on inspirational quotes to provide 
friendly reminders about how to be a good citizen not only here at Clark Lane 
Middle School, but also in our world!


Photo courtesy of the Egret Team teachers







     February 2024


              7th grade Science News
Osprey science students are also currently studying 
the skeletal system. Students worked on a mock 
forensic activity as a team to identify four skeletons 
that were “discovered” at the bottom of Crystal Lake. 
Each forensics team determined the sex of the 
skeleton by examining the pelvis and calculated the 
approximate height of the deceased using the length 
of the femur. They also were able to study the cranial 
sutures, or lack thereof, to determine the approximate 
age of the deceased. Students not only learned some 
basics of forensics, but also learned how to work as a 
team, collect data, make deductions and present their 
evidence to the FBI by creating a poster. Students also 
recently created models of the many layers of the 


bone. Super cool! Thank you, Mrs. Quiles!


Osprey Team 
Connecting with our 7th grade


Photo courtesy of Mrs. Quiles


Did you know…according to the National Wildlife Federation, “also known 
as the fish hawk, ospreys are raptors that are well adapted for fishing”?  The birds 
have long legs and large feet with specialized barbs on the pads, hooked talons and 
a reversible outer toe. This allows them to easily grasp fish with two toes pointing 
to the front and two pointing to the rear. 
Ospreys have an average wingspan of five feet (1.5 meters). They are 21 to 23 inches 
(53 to 58 centimeters) long and usually weigh between three to four pounds (1.3 to 
1.8 kilograms). The female is larger than the male. Interesting!



https://www.nwf.org/en/Educational-Resources/Wildlife-Guide/Fish





       Art Department                                                              
February 2024


Art News


     Connecting with Clark Lane Middle School’s 


Looking to make a 
donation?


CLMS Art 
Department 


has a wish list!
Gift certificates for 


paints and painting 


supplies are always 


welcome!


The CLMS Community Murals located in the M-Wing of 
Clark Lane Middle School is a dedicated space for 8th 
grade students and staff to purchase an individual 
mural space for $10.00. The donation helps to offset the 
costs of paint and materials involved in preparing and 


producing this mural. Our Community Mural provides an 
opportunity for our 8th graders to design and paint a 
mini-mural before they move up to high school, leaving 
a visual legacy at Clark Lane Middle School.  Contact Mrs. 
Provo-Parker at CLMS for details.


Photo courtesy of Mrs. Provo-Parker


The student artists in 
our Clark Lane Murals 8 
class have begun the 
initial prep for a new 
“mystery” mural in the Arts 
Hallway. Halley Gomes 
(pictured) and Brooklyn 
McNeil envisioned, 
developed and designed 
the mural that is based 
on an important eighth 
grade experience at 
Clark Lane Middle 
School.  The theme and 
photos following the 
painting process will be 
shared in the following 
issues of this 
newsletter. 
Stay tuned for the reveal!







Family & Consumer Science
 @ Clark Lane Middle School                             February 2024


 Culinary Skills Class News
Mrs. Loguidice reports, “Culinary Skills 
students have been focusing on Food 
Safety & Sanitation practices in class.”  
Her reminder to students:


Remember the Four Food Safety 
Actions when working in the kitchen:


● Clean-Wash hands & surfaces 
often! 


● Separate-Don’t cross 
contaminate!


● Cook-Cook to the safe internal 
temperature.


● Chill-Refrigerate promptly!


Visit https://www.fightbac.org for more 
information.


Connecting with 


Photos courtesy of Mrs. Loguidice



https://www.fightbac.org





                Music Department
                    February 2024


                                      Spread the word!
Clark Lane Middle School’s Jazz Band meets on Tuesday mornings before 
school. If you play a band instrument, guitar, piano or bass, see Mr. Robarge for 
more information! We’d love to have you join us!


  Connecting with Clark Lane’s


Clark Lane Middle School’s Winter Concerts…Complete Success!


On the evenings of January 30 & 31, Clark Lane Middle School’s music students 
performed for a packed house at Waterford High School. The music ensembles of 
Band, Chorus, and Orchestra, joined by the Jazz Band, displayed their collective 
talents through a range of pieces from Vivaldi's "Tempesta di Mare" to Deep 
Purple's "Smoke on the Water,” from the Disney classic "Friend Like Me" to the 
challenging "Falling Water" with its rich counterpoint. Clark Lane musicians 
should be very proud of their hard work this year!  We’re so proud of all of you!







More photos from the 
Clark Lane Middle School’s Winter Concert


Thank you, Ms. Barnes & 
Mr. Fioravanti, for sharing 


these wonderful pictures from 
the concerts.







Physical Education Department                                                                         
February 2024


A message from the PE Team at Clark Lane
PE classes are currently participating in one of our all time favorite Clark Lane units, 
Badminton! Sixth graders are doing a wonderful job developing their forehand, 
backhand and serving skills, while seventh and eighth grade classes are competing 
in a round-robin tournament. Great job, CLMS!! 


-PE Team


Ms. Shannon, Mrs. Livingston & Mr. Lloyd


     Connecting with Clark Lane Middle School’s 


Photos courtesy of the PE department


Come join us!


The CLMS Boys’ have 
two home games in 
February: Monday, 
2/5 CLMS vs. Tyl @ 
3:30 PM and then 
Thursday, 2/8 CLMS 
vs. Kelly MS @ 3:30 
PM


Come support 
our team!


Coach Guarraia reports: “Clark Lane Girl’s Basketball 
team is off to a solid start in a very competitive league this 
year.  They are currently 3-3 with wins over Stonington, 
New London, and most recently, Groton.  Clark Lane beat 
Groton by a score of 40-26.  8th grader Shae Tiven and 7th 
grader Reese Firmin led all scorers with 19 and 14 points 
respectively.”


 


Photo courtesy of 
Mr. Guarraia







En la clase 
de español


6th graders finished their 
Spanish speaking country 
infographic and have shared 
with their class. They are now 
learning the colors and shapes 
in Spanish to describe flags and 
school supplies. They will be 
learning the numbers in 
Spanish to talk about their age 
and later on the calendar. 
7th graders are working  on a 
project about some of their 
family members and 
themselves.  They will be 
presenting to their classmates 
in Spanish! In the next few 
weeks, we will start reviewing 
numbers and learning a few 
new expressions to talk about 
the time and also describe what 
time certain events happen. 


8th graders have finished their 
project ‘¿Qué haces en tu 
tiempo libre? ¿Adónde vas?’. 
(What do you do in your free 
time? Where do you go?) They 
shared with their classmates 
about places they go to in their 
free time and other details 
about their activities there. 
The second part of this unit 
involves question words and 
learning how to invite others to 
do activities with them. 


       WORLD  LANGUAGE  NEWS 


Dans la classe de 
français


6th graders have just 
finished learning about where 
French is spoken around the 
world and have recently 
completed their country 
projects, sharing information 
about the Francophone 
countries with their classmates. 
Did you know there are 29 
countries around the world 
where French is an official 
language?  We’ve also just 
learned colors and have started 
to learn numbers, at least up to 
number 31, which will prepare 
us for the Calendar Unit. 
7th graders have just started a 
new unit focusing on family.  
We’re looking at family trees 
and identifying how people are 
related using possessive 
adjectives.  Although a lot of 
this vocabulary is easily 
recognizable, students should 
still be studying vocabulary 
daily using Study Stacks!
8th graders have recently 
learned vocabulary to describe 
what they and others are 
wearing. They are focusing on 
writing descriptions and also 
describing what one wears in 
various situations: to a wedding, 
on vacation, when it’s cold 
outside, etc. Daily studying is 
recommended!


A classe linguae 
latinae


6th graders are just beginning 
an interactive story in Latin 
where they are using the 
vocabulary and knowledge of 
the language to follow a brother 
and sister in Ancient Rome. 
They have learned about the 
geography, Pompeii, and how 
the language and its culture still 
influences us today! During this 
time students focus on basic 
parts of speech and general 
rules for word order in Latin. 


7th graders are just finishing up 
their unit on mythology where 
they learned about the Greek 
and Roman gods and goddesses. 
They have also been delving 
into the function of mythology 
in ancient societies to see where 
these stories came from. During 
this unit, students will begin 
looking at how to conjugate 
verbs in different forms based 
on the subject, as well as 
making nouns plural.


8th graders have begun to read 
the most famous epic poem in 
Roman history, the Aeneid. It’s 
a story that tells the origin story 
of the Romans from Trojan 
refugees after the Trojan war, 
mixed with the gods and 
goddesses of Roman mythology. 
During this unit, students will 
be taking a closer look at the 
perfect and imperfect tenses in 
Latin, as well as further study 
into the 3 main declensions and 
noun endings in Latin. 


Connecting our corner of the globe to yours 
February 2024


Clark Lane 


Middle School’s







There are currently three World Language Junior Honor Societies open to students in 8th grade  
at Clark Lane Middle School.  Students are selected at the end of Trimester 2 based on their 
current overall grade in French, Latin or Spanish.  In fact, potentially eligible students are 


invited by their teachers at the end of seventh grade to participate in the club associated with 
their language of choice for eighth grade.


The French Junior Honor Society (Jeunes Amis du Français), the Latin Junior Honor Society 
(National Junior Classical League) and the Spanish Junior Honor Society (La Sociedad Hispánica de 
Amistad) are honorary clubs that take part in special projects and/or events that promote interest 
in the study of French, Latin and Spanish and create enthusiasm for the respective language and 
culture in the school community and community at large.


To be eligible for membership in each individual honor society, candidates must:


● Be a current eighth grade student who is enrolled in a full academic year of 
French/Latin/Spanish


● Have completed two full trimesters of French/Latin/Spanish in middle school
● Have an A- or higher in all trimesters in French/Latin/Spanish (including in 7th grade)
● Exemplify good citizenship and maintain a record free from serious behavioral offenses, 


such as cheating and offensive language or actions.
● Participate in two language-related activities over the course of this academic year 


promoting the aims of the JAF, JCL or SHA: stimulating interest in French, Latin or 
Spanish and creating enthusiasm for and an understanding of Francophone culture, the 
Classical World and/or Hispanic culture  AND attend more than 50% of the meetings prior 
to the induction.


● Submit the completed application to the World Language teacher by the deadline
● Pay a one-time membership fee of $10 (Fee is used for induction cost and membership 


fee.)
● Be recommended by the French/Latin/Spanish teacher  


If your student is eligible, s/he will receive a letter by the middle of March with an application 
and instructions for applying.  Application requirements must also be met in order to be 
considered. There is a formal ceremony, which takes place in the spring.  


NOTE: The formal induction ceremony is in late April or May.  Rehearsal for the ceremony can be after school or 
during the school day.  If students miss class to attend the rehearsal, they are responsible for missed work.  Rehearsal 
is mandatory.


This is an extraordinary honor reserved for the highest achieving students.  We encourage all eligible 
students to participate.  


For more information, please contact your child’s World Language teacher.


Junior Honor Societies
                 What you need to know    











CONNECTIONS CLUBS
  After School Clubs @ Clark Lane Middle School     February 2024


The Connections Program offers a variety of afterschool 
clubs for students here at Clark Lane Middle School. These 
clubs offer students the ability to get involved in activities 


they enjoy after school and to meet new people and connect  
with the school.  
Generally, club meeting days & times are announced over the 
morning announcements; however, there is also a bulletin 
board outside of the Assistant Principal’s office where staff 
members post club flyers! Students: be sure to check this out!  


Hogwart’s Club: 
Coming Soon


            


Hogwart’s Club will start be starting 
up on February 28th! We’ll meet on 
Wednesdays in the back of the library! 
Listen for announcements! Come join the fun!


Interested in joining 


Clark Lane’s Gaming Club?
This club meets on Mondays in 
Room M101.  Come find out what it’s 
all about!


Join us for Rubik’s Cube Club!


Late Buses…What you Need to Know
Late buses run Mondays, Tuesdays and 
Wednesdays unless there is a faculty 
meeting, which is typically the first 
Monday of the month.  If late buses are 
not running on a particular day, it will be 
announced.  Students take the late bus 
that goes to their area of town.  
Students will be issued a bus pass from 
the adult they are staying after school 
with, or they can get picked up in lieu of 
taking a bus. Late buses arrive at school 
at 3:40 pm.  


This club meets Mondays after 
school.    Come to work on a mosaic, 
learn how to solve a cube or race 
others for fastest times.    See Mrs. 
Joyner for more information!







CONNECTIONS CLUBS
  After School Clubs @ Clark Lane Middle School      February 2024


Clark Lane’s GSA Club meets every other 
Tuesday after school for the entire school year.
Mr. Higgins and Mrs. Heller are co-advisors. 
Listen to the morning announcements for more 
information or just stop in to join us!
 


 Come join 
Clark Lane United


This group is dedicated to 
fostering a sense of belonging 
and community. We want to 
ensure every member of the 
Clark Lane community feels 


respected and valued!  Come 
join us Wednesdays after 
school in S106.


This club meets on  Tuesdays 
after school in S105.  
Competition coming up in 
February. Mrs. Joyner is 
looking for students to 
participate!


Come check it out!                        
We’d love to have you!


Unified Community Club  


This club, dedicated to promoting social 
inclusion through shared experiences with 
members of our community, has a goal, which is 
to create a powerful community engaged in 
positive change through four words: volunteer, 
connect, expand and evolve.


With your help and support, the Joy of Sox 
Campaign collected 355 pairs of socks for 
Safe Futures and the homeless shelter in New 


London!   Way to go, Clark Lane community!


Student Council is still selling Waterford 
baseball hats!  Get yours today in the Main 
Office.  For information about joining Student 
Council, listen to the announcements or see Ms. 
Barnes in S112.







CONNECTIONS CLUBS
  After School Clubs @ Clark Lane Middle School      February 2024


                                   Baking Club Update


The Baking Club continues to meet twice a month in L100 for seasonal baking 
activities. Our February meeting dates are February 12th & February 26th.   
Listen to morning announcements for sign up info the week before each meeting!        


Hope to see you there!


Clark Lane Middle School’s  Stewards of the Sound
              The Stewards of the Sound group visited The Tantaquidgeon Museum, 
operated by the Mohegan Tribe in Uncasville, CT, where they explored the 
Tantaquidgeons Homestead. Mr. McNeil reports, “We learned about how 
Native Americans in our local region lived in harmony with the land.  We also saw 
the ceremonial regalia of Harold and Gladys Tantaquidgeon.”
            The Tantaquidgeon Museum, built in 1931, is the oldest Native 
American-owned and operated museum in the United States.


For more 
information or to 
plan a visit:
https://www.moh
egan.nsn.us/explo
re/museum



https://www.mohegan.nsn.us/explore/museum

https://www.mohegan.nsn.us/explore/museum

https://www.mohegan.nsn.us/explore/museum





More photos from the 
Stewards of the Sound Field Trip


Thank you again, Mr. McNeil, for sharing 
the highlights of your outing with this group 


of students!







Connecting with Staff
                                                                         February 2024


In each of our monthly issues, we’ll 
introduce you to our staff here at 
Clark Lane Middle School and 
give you a little up close and 
personal.  


Clark Lane Middle School


This month’s 


Did you know…Clark Lane 
Middle School used to be the home of 
the Cougars? The 
mascot of the school
became the Lancers
in the 2019-2020 
school year! 
You still 
may see some 
cougar paws around
the school! Be on the
lookout!


Mr. Brown
This is Mr. Brown’s first full  year in 
WPS. Mr. Brown grew up in Montville, 
went to Plymouth State College and 
SCSU and actually taught for several 
years in Montville before coming to 
Waterford. Mr. Brown enjoys 
snowboarding and running.  
FUN FACT: Mr. Brown runs EVERY 
SINGLE DAY, a habit he began in 1999! 
Wow!  


Some of his favorites include:
Favorite Day of the Week? Saturday
Favorite season? Summer
Favorite book? Don’t Stop the Carnival
Favorite food? Grinders


Favorite Subject in Middle School? PE , 
which makes sense since he was a PE 
teacher!
Favorite Cookie? Cherry Cardamom


We’re glad to have you, Mr. Brown!


Building Substitute







Connecting with Staff
                                                                         February 2024                   


Clark Lane Middle School


This month’s 


                 


       Mrs. Quiles
            7th grade, Science 
                        M114


This month’s 


       Mr. Nemeth
                 Speech Pathologist
                                S106


                  
Mrs. Quiles is in her 18th year in WPS. 
Wow! She grew up in Niantic and went 
to Boston College & UCONN.  Mrs. 
Quiles enjoys laser cutting, watching 
sports and doing crafts, as well as 
spending time with her two black labs: 
Bodie & Bear.   Mrs. Quiles enjoys 
meeting her new students every year to 
share her love of science, which not 
surprisingly, was her favorite subject in 
middle school!


Some of her other favorites include:
Flowers or Chocolates? Flowers
Favorite Holiday? Christmas
Favorite hot beverage? Pumpkin 
coffee


Favorite season? Fall  
Favorite book? The Notebook
Favorite food? Pizza


Mr. Nemeth has been in WPS for five 
years and grew up in Ledyard.  As a 
Speech Pathologist, Mr. Nemeth loves 
having new students every year to get to 
know! He also enjoys volleyball, reading, 
woodworking, vegetable gardening, soccer 
and spending time with his Australian 
cattle dog, Indy!


Some of his other favorites:
Favorite Day of the Week? Saturday!
Favorite candy? Dark Chocolate & 
gummy bears
Favorite season? Fall
Favorite book?  1984, George Orwell


Favorite food?  Sushi
Favorite Holiday? 
Thanksgiving…mmmmm…turkey
Favorite Subject in Middle School? PE


 







What’s Cooking? 
   in Clark Lane Middle School’s cafeteria                      February 2024


Students riding the bus 
who want breakfast in 
the morning should 
report directly to the Old 
Gym once they get off the 
bus and then 
immediately head to 
Homeroom for 
attendance.
If your student is a parent 
drop-off in the morning, 
those students wait in the 
cafeteria until the bell 
and can get breakfast 
there as they come in 
before Homeroom.


Breakfast is FREE 
for all students.


For information about Free/Reduced Price 
School Meals, click here:


IMPORTANT REMINDER 
from the cafeteria staff


Parents: Please remind 
your student that if they 
want hot lunch they need 
to let their homeroom 
teachers know in the 
morning.  Thank you!







Join the CLMS PTO                                                        


Connect with us!
The Scholastic Book Fair is coming to 
CLMS! Set up will take place on Friday, 
February 9th. The fair will run in the 
CLMS Library from Monday, February 
12th - Friday, February 16th.


We hope to offer the fair during school 
hours each day and for extended hours 
on Tuesday, February 13th. However, 
we can only open the Scholastic Book Fair 
if we get enough volunteers to staff each 
day.


Please click the code and sign up for as 
many days/times you are available to 
assist.  We need your help!


 Thank you for your support!             
~Kate McDonald, President 
kste78@hotmail.com


Please make sure to like our Facebook 
page for the most updated information 
about events, fundraisers and 
volunteer needs.


February 2024


8th Grade Committee


Our 8th grade Committee plans to get 
started earlier this year to plan the 8th 
grade dance, promotion and other end 
of year activities. If you are interested in 
joining the committee, please contact 
Therese Foss at: 
maytherese@gmail.com


           Coming Soon!
CLMS Basket Bonanza


We are looking for people to join the 
Annual Basket Bonanza Planning 
Committee. The Basket Bonanza 
brings in a significant portion of the 
CLMS PTO budget. It is always a great 
night with lots of support from the 
CLMS and Waterford communities. We 
need volunteers to help with donation 
solicitation, basket assembly, day of 
logistics and more. Please contact Jen 
Juliani at jlw0973@yahoo.com


Mark your calendars NOW!  


The Basket Bonanza is Friday, March 
22nd  at Clark Lane Middle School.


We hope to see you there!


Our next meeting is 


Tuesday, March 19th 


at 5 pm


CLMS Library or 


on Zoom



mailto:kste78@hotmail.com

mailto:maytherese@gmail.com

mailto:jlw0973@yahoo.com





Did you know that you can support CLMS using Box Tops!?
Just download the app and you can support Clark Lane Middle School with 
purchases made in person or online. Visit https://www.boxtops4education.com/ 
to learn more and see a list of participating products. Thank you!



https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.boxtops4education.com%2F%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR2xZlbRgB4RKcm4LVgl7DA2vblNgb2IEHeAgjYpYwWwKNVa6tZmXasobdo&h=AT2h-lRX3E6xmbjmlAm6HwQjnU7QXmWESgEd3iebcy__yaRJqCAeZ3MDV_vjWZT13g8wN1FZ1p-qgGZ9jaQ6ZcQtCXWw0A9xbljCCbwuDKMzecB1fa3lGmkQ-m7rf3ol0hTMUGSHw8RlDZb8kpUEeYE&__tn__=-UK-R&c%5b0%5d=AT0NoF43NiR_ecIeWwhWJMw6dNS4n8yA7pvxbARfwBqs7TjebOzbAvWCnrNrGSH-vxXNY4IA5oea8dATmFOnOqutUryi_1zAejT6u7FToON3CONyY7jHs89J4pAWbOc9kh9aC5XQlOHXyxyQrZEMNJFp1UP2lrt_e6lPXu0aMW-xQyB2n21N4QPnfu21aEo2A2euCPYDmsJp








